journalists in a wide array of publications, it has also been discussed in front of mass audiences on television, debated in public symposia, and fought over in cyberspace. In the vast historiography on the Nazi period, The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich occupies a unique place.6 As the first comprehensive postwar study of Hitler's rise to power and of the subsequent Nazi dictatorship, it ranks as the best-selling work ever written on the subject. The commercial success of The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich was immediate; when published in i960, the massive book -nearly 1,250 pages in length -was a runaway best-seller in the United States, selling over 1 million copies in the first year alone. This success, moreover, has continued up to the present day. In the thirty-five years since its appearance, it has sold many millions of copies, a fact that has given it the reputation of being the best-selling work of history of all time. 
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